
atherine Goldstein. Irina  
McCarthy. Kevin McCarthy. 
Jacquelyn  Sundheim. Stephen 
Straus. Nicolas Toledo- 

Zaragoza. Eduardo Uvaldo.
These are the names of the seven individu-

als who were murdered July 4 at the Indepen-
dence Day parade in Highland Park. And there 
are so many more who were critically wounded 
whose injuries will be a constant reminder of 
the horror of that day.

I did not expect to write this column. In fact, 
I had already written another column for this 
month’s magazine. A column that, quite frankly, 
feels meaningless now. After hearing the news 
about the mass shooting in Highland Park, how 
could I not write about that?

On the morning of July 4, I went to breakfast 
with my daughter. After our meal, we planned 
on going to Highland Park to spend the day with 
my parents. But my work inbox started rapidly 
filling up —─unusual on a holiday. The messages 
were firm-wide emails sent by my colleagues 
reporting that there was a shooting at the pa-
rade and warning people to stay away because 
there was an active shooter on the loose.

A number of my colleagues were at the 
parade. They were there with their spouses, 
children and grandchildren. They were there to 
celebrate our country’s independence and life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Their cel-
ebration was cut short by a shooter with an au-
tomatic rifle. My colleagues found themselves 
holding their family members tight and running 
for their lives. Some were able to make it home 
quickly. Others found themselves taking refuge 
in stores for hours to hide from the shooter. All 
of them were forever changed.

There were more than 40 internal emails 
that circulated my firm that day. All of them 
were meaningful, but one that really struck a 
chord with me. It was from my colleague Shel-
ton Watson. With his permission, I’m sharing 
part of what he said:

“My heart breaks for the victims of this 
senseless act of violence ... and we are ALL 
victims when something like this happens ...”

Undoubtedly, there is nothing that com-
pares to the grief of those individuals who lost 

a family member or friend, or those who were 
injured. There are no words to describe the pain 
of the individuals who were at the parade and 
bore witness to the horror. I cannot fathom how 
children who experienced this senseless act will 
forever be affected by it. One of my colleagues 
took his 2-year-old grandsons to the parade. 
They were so excited to see the firetrucks. He 
sent a picture of one of his grandchildren wav-
ing the American flag at the moment the first 
police car in the parade suddenly turned around 
and sped back to the shooting. That picture is 
burned into my brain. My heart grieves for all of 
these individuals.

But as my colleague Shelton recognized, we 
are all victims of the events of that day, regard-
less of where we live, who we know, or whether 
we were there. 

In this column, we talk a lot about lifting 
people up and advocating for what is right. 
The mass shooting in Highland Park is its own 
unique tragedy with its own unique set of hor-
rific consequences, but the underlying need 
for humans to take care of each other — even 
when an act of injustice doesn’t happen directly 
to them — remains front and center.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. summarized it 
best when he said, “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. We are caught 
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in 
a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly.”

As human beings in a “network of mutuali-
ty,” let’s remember our interconnectedness and 
use it to inform our actions. We should all be 
heartbroken and outraged by the mass shoot-
ing in Highland Park, and we should use those 
feelings to fuel work for the betterment of the 
society we all share. 

Because, at the end of the day, we are all 
victims when something like this happens.
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