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Litigation Support Services for Building Envelope Experts 
Presented by Kamran Farahmandpour, RBEC, FRCI, PE, FNATE, CCS, CCCA; and Josh Leavitt 

Kami Farahmandpour 
Josh Leavitt 

Education Advisor and Consultant Jerry Teitsma presented
the 14th annual “Train the Trainer” session at the convention 
to potential presenters of RCI education courses. The program 

was developed with the goal of establishing uniformity in 
education delivery at both a national and chapter level.

The sessions will be available on the RCI website in the near 
future. For further information, contact Director of Educational 
Services Rebecca Cunningham at rcunningham@rci-online.org. 

Train the Trainer 
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Building envelope consultant? Never went 
to law school? You should have been there. 

Afraid or anxious about being deposed 
by groups of men and women wearing three-
piece suits and pantsuits? You should have 
been there. 

Want to have lawyers paying you ridicu-
lous sums of money rather than you paying 
them? You should have been there. 

Kami Farahmandpour, principal of BTC, 
Arlington Heights, IL, and Attorney Josh 
Leavitt, with Much Shelist, P.C., Chicago, 
IL, delivered a full-day presentation that 
covered more of what a building envelope 
consultant needs to know about the legal 
processes than one would be likely to learn 
in three years of law school. 

This auxiliary seminar was specifically 
designed for building envelope experts 
who do or would like to provide litigation 
support services. It was developed by an 
experienced construction attorney, “Lawyer 
Josh,” who has litigated numerous building 

envelope-related cases, and 
the noted building envelope 
“Expert Witness Kami,” who 
has extensive experience 
in litigation support. Using 
case studies, the seminar 
provided an overview of the 
complete construction liti-
gation process, encompass-
ing the various stages of lit-
igation, the role of an expert, 
how he or she can make or 
break a case, and the import-
ant attributes of a building 
envelope expert. The present-
ers covered typical challeng-
es facing building envelope experts, such 
as document management, preservation of 
evidence, express and implied warranties, 
standard of care, delay claims, limitation of 
damages, multiple causations, and attribu-
tion of damages. They also covered the do’s 
and don’ts of testifying in various venues, 

including alternative dispute 
resolution forums of arbitra-
tion and mediation. 

The presentation was bro-
ken into 12 sequential sub-
ject matter sections starting 
with defining the difference 
between consultant experts 
and testifying experts. The 
difference is that a consulting 
expert’s work product is not 
subject to discovery by the 
opposing side, while a testi-
fying expert’s work product is 

discoverable and must be made available to 
the opposing side on demand. 

Section seven was a mock deposi-
tion wherein Lawyer Josh deposed Expert 
Witness Kami in a roof failure case. The 
experience of the presenters was evident, 
and the section deposition was very realistic 
and tempered by good humor. 

Subsequent sections were devoted to affir-
mative defenses, expert liabilities, and value 
engineering, among other relevant subjects. 

Lawyer Josh concluded with a story 
about one case where the opposing attor-
ney told him he was a disgrace to the legal 
profession because the experts were getting 
paid more than the attorneys. 

The audience’s reception of the program 
was outstanding as attested to by applause 
and evaluation forms. 

— Tim Barrett, RRC, CDT, GRP 


